
We want to provide you with an update about a proposed transmission 
maintenance project in your neighbourhood. We are proposing a new 
solution for this project and want your input.

Edmonton has grown significantly in recent years and the demand for 
electricity has increased. Transmission maintenance activities are required 
to make sure residents, businesses and industrial facilities continue to 
have a reliable supply of electricity for years to come.

We want to provide you with:

• project details

• information about how you can provide your input

• project schedule 

• a map of the proposed project

Definition 

Transmission
Transmission lines make up 
Alberta’s electric highway, 
linking the places where power 
is generated to where power is 
used. Transmission lines transport 
large amounts of power over long 
distances across the province. 
The transmission system connects 
diverse sources of power generation 
including wind, high-efficiency coal, 
natural gas and more.

ContACt US
1-877-267-1453 (toll-free)

stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca

Visit us online at 
www.altalink.ca/regionalprojects

YoU’Re inViteD
We’re having an open house about this proposed 
maintenance project and we want your input. 
 
Please go to page six of this newsletter for details.

electric system improvements near you
908L/909L Midspan Structure Addition
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Project details
AltaLink is proposing to increase the wire clearance on a portion of an 
existing transmission line, called 908L/909L, which runs through the City of 
Edmonton. The wire clearance refers to the distance required between the 
ground and the transmission line wire for the safe operation of the line. 

You may have received a letter from us in July 2012 that described our 
proposal to increase the height of a transmission structure in the area in 
order to achieve greater wire clearance on the line. 

UpdATe: AddiTioN of A midspAN sTrUcTUre

We are now proposing to add one midspan structure between two existing 
steel lattice structures on the 908L/909L transmission line in the southwest 
of Edmonton.

Based on further engineering, we have determined that 
the addition of a midspan structure will better correct 
the wire clearance as well as swing-out distances for the 
908L/909L wires. The swing-out distance refers to the 
swinging movement of wires during wind and associated 
weather events.

The proposed midspan structure would increase the 
distance between the wires on the 908L/909L line and 
the ground. It would also correct the swing-out distances 
to align with those required in the area. 

Please find detailed information about the structure 
options and the proposed location on the following pages 
of this newsletter. 

We want your input about the two structure options. 
Based on stakeholder feedback we will identify a 
preferred option in the application we will file with the 
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). If the project is 
approved, only one option will be built.

Definition

Alberta Utilities 
commission
The Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUc) ensures the fair and responsible 
delivery of Alberta’s utility services. 
AltaLink submits applications for 
new transmission projects to the AUc 
and the AUc reviews them in a 
public process.
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Right-of-way 

A right-of-way is a strip of land required for the construction and 
safe operation of a transmission line. It refers to the physical space a 
transmission line encompasses including areas on either side of the line. 

The proposed midspan structure would be located in the transmission line 
right-of-way that runs along the neighbourhoods of Ogilvie Ridge 
and Hodgson. 

This right-of-way has two lines (908L/909L and 904L) within it that run 
alongside one another. The right-of-way is entirely owned by AltaLink and is 
61 metres (200 feet) wide. 
 
The midspan structure will only be added to the 908L/909L line which, 
along with the 904L line, is shown in the picture below.

904L tRAnSMiSSion 
Line RebUiLD
You may have received 
information from us previously 
about another project in the 
area which involves rebuilding 
50 kilometres (31 miles) of the 
904L line between the Jack 
fish Lake area and the petrolia 
Substation located in Edmonton. 
The 904L transmission line 
rebuild is a separate project 
from the proposed transmission 
line maintenance described in 
this newsletter. Construction 
on the 904L transmission line 
rebuild is currently underway.

904L

908L/909L
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oUR tRAnSMiSSion 
LineS tRAnSPoRt  
tHe PoWeR YoU  
USe eVeRY DAY

AltaLink’s transmission system 
efficiently delivers electricity to 
85% of Albertans. Dedicated to 
meeting the growing need for 
electricity, AltaLink connects 
Albertans to renewable, reliable 
and low-cost power. With a 
commitment to community 
and environment, AltaLink 
is ensuring the transmission 
system will support Albertans’ 
quality of life for years to come. 
Learn more at www.altalink.ca

Proposed midspan structure options 
 
There are two proposed options for the midspan structure. We are 
proposing to use either a steel monopole (Option 1) or a wood laminate 
monopole (Option 2). These options have been selected because they 
present the lowest possible visual impact on the surrounding area. For both 
of the options, the midspan structure will:

• be double-circuit

• be approximately 33.5 metres (110 feet) tall

• have a width of approximately 11 metres (36 feet) at the cross-arm 

Please see the images for options 1 and 2 below to see structures similar to 
those proposed in this project. 

Definition

circuit
A circuit is a group of wires that 
electricity flows through. The 
wires are strung along power 
line structures. Transmission line 
structures can be described as single 
or double circuit. in a single circuit 
transmission line, three single or 
bundled wires are strung along the 
transmission structures. A double 
circuit transmission line has six single 
or bundled wires strung along the 
structures.

OPTiOn 1 - STEEL mOnOPOLE OPTiOn 2 - WOOD LAminATE 
moNopoLe
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Proposed midspan structure location 
 
The midspan structure location will maximize the wire clearance on either 
side of the midspan between the two existing structures. It will also 
minimize the swing-out distances of the wires most effectively.

The midspan structure is proposed to be located approximately 35 metres 
(115 feet) to the west of Hodgson Boulevard/Ogilvie Boulevard. This 
location was identified because it is closest to the halfway point between 
the two existing steel lattice structures (called 200 and 201) that support 
the wires on the 908L/909L transmission line. 

The proposed structure would be built:

• within the 908L/909L right-of-way

• on property owned by AltaLink

• approximately 153 metres (502 feet) east of the existing 
 908L/909L structure, called 200

• approximately 206 metres (676 feet) west of the existing 
 908L/909L structure, called 201

The proposed location may vary plus or minus five metres (16 feet) based 
on construction specifications and other considerations. 

Please see the maps included in this package for a more detailed view of 
the proposed location and the transmission structures in the area.

DiD YoU knoW?
According to the canadian 
Electricity Association, Canada’s 
electricity grid was built for a 
population of about 20 million, 
but is today servicing around 35 
million people. provinces across 
canada, including Alberta, are 
working to reinforce their aging 
electric systems so they can 
continue to provide customers 
with reliable power.
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How to provide your input 
 
Stakeholder input is critical to identifying the lowest overall impact solution 
for this project. You can provide your input in any of the following ways. 

ATTeNd oUr opeN hoUse

Please join us at our open house. We will be available to share 
information, gather your input and respond to any questions or concerns 
you might have.

Date: Tuesday, January 29, 2013 
Time: 4-8 p.m.  
Location: Whitemud Creek Community Centre - 951 Ogilvie Blvd, 
Edmonton, AB 

PArTiCiPATE in A OnE-On-OnE COnSULTATiOn

We will contact all occupants, residents and landowners who are on 
or directly adjacent to the proposed structure addition to gather input 
through one-on-one consultations.  

During the one-on-one process we will document the information you 
provide and respond to any questions or concerns you may have about 
the project. 
 
coNTAcT Us direcTLY

You can contact us by telephone, email, mail or through our website. Our 
contact information is on the front and back pages of this newsletter.
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next steps 
 
After our notification process is complete, we will file a Letter of Enquiry 
with the AUC. If the project is approved by the AUC, construction would 
begin in June 2013.

To learn more about the AUC process and how you can become involved, 
please refer to the brochure included in this package titled 
Public Involvement in Needs or Facilities Applications.

Anticipated project schedule

Notify and consult with stakeholders January - February 2013
File application with Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC)

March 2013

Start construction if project is approved June 2013
Complete construction August 2013

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to change. We 
will continue to provide you with updated schedule information as the project progresses. 

DiD YoU knoW?
Alberta marked a new peak 
electricity demand record 
in January 2012 as residents 
across the province turned 
to the power grid to beat the 
cold. The transmission system 
works behind the scenes 24 
hours a day so your comfort is 
uncompromised despite the 
heat of summer or the chill of 
winter.
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inCLUDeD in tHiS 
infoRMAtion 
PACkAge:
• Project map
• AUC brochure: Public 

Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications

• AltaLink Brochure: A 
Dialogue on Electric and 
Magnetic Fields

More information
To learn more about the proposed project, please contact:

ALTALiNk 
1-877-267-1453 (toll free) 
Email: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca

To learn more about Alberta’s electric system and the need for the project, 
please contact:

ALbErTA ELECTriC SySTEm OPErATOr (AESO)
1-888-866-2959 (toll-free) 
Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

ALbErTA UTiLiTiES COmmiSSiOn (AUC) 
780-427-4903  
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number).  
Email: consumer-relations@auc.ab.ca

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7

www.twitter.com/altalink

www.facebook.com/
altalinktransmission

Let’s talk transmission


